*5o             THE TYPE-PROBLEM IN POKTRY
Indian practice seeks to accomplish this state of
damming or heaping-up of libido by systematically with-
drawing the attention (libido) alike from objects, and from
psychic states, in a word from the * opposite'. This
elimination of sense-perception and blotting-nut of con-
scious contents leads inevitably to a lowering of
consciousness in general (just as in hypnosis), whereby the
unconscious contents, i.e. the primordial images, which
possess a cosmic and superhuman character on account
of their universality and immense antiquity, become
activated.
Those age-old allegories of sun, fire, flame, wind,
breath, etc,, which from earliest time have symbolized
the begetting, world-moving, creative power, have all come
about in this way, Since I have made a special study of
these libido-images in another workl, 1 will not further
expand this theme here, The idea of a creative world
principle is a projected perception of the living essence
in man himself.
In order to preclude all vitalistic misimderstandings,
one is well advised to make an abstract conception of this
essence as energy. But, on the other hand, that hypostas-
izing of the energy-concept in the fashion of modern
energetics must, of course, be firmly rejected
Since an energic current necessarily presupposes the
existence of an opposition, 2.^ of two states of differing
potential, without which no current can take place, the
concept of opposition is also associated with the energy-
concept. Every energic phenomenon (and there are no
phenomena that are not energic) manifests both beginning
and end, upper and lower, hot and cold, earlier and
later, cause and effect, etc., i.e. pairs of opposltes* This
inseparability of the energy-concept fr^m the concept of
opposition also involves the libido-concept Hence libido-
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